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ghince, : Richardson’s®

Slgmﬁcamly, John. H. Richardson’s
reer in the current Who's Who in
merica ends with a dash: “spl. asst,
ambassador, . Manila, P.I, 1959-"
ith part of the gap in that bxography
led in, a new dash of intrigue was
ded last week to the story of Amer-
a’s involvement in South Vietnam.
Since April 1962, Richardson had
een “special assistant” to the American
bassador in Saigon. The diplomatic
tle was a cover: a top man in the Cen-
al Intelligence Agency, Richardson—
im, 50, and “unflappable”-was in
haxge of the CIA’s extensive and ex-
ensive campaign against the Commu-
ists in Vietnam. Early this month--amid
ewspaper: reports that the CIA had
een waging its own secret war against

S. policy in S‘ugon“he 1e‘£umed to
ashington  for consulhpg? ” Last
eek, President Kennedy disclosed that
chardson would not go back.

What had really ha po}x:ed"‘ At Ffrst
15
e the latest, yegult ‘o the
een the CIA and the State
ent that has become almost traditional
Southeast Asia. Having worked closely
th the regime of President Ngo Dinh
em, the CIA, according to this inter-
etation, had balked at the new. policy
e from Washington ca]lmg for the
ster of Diem’s brother, Ngp Dinh
hu, and sister-in-law, the bzub tongued

Mme. Nhu.
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Without denying, that friction existed,
ashington obselvels insisted last week
at” Rl%ﬁalcfsons cu]t‘le,s in Saigon
bmmed not from an unwxlhngness to
ide by U.S. pohcy but from a frus-
hting inability to find out 1ust what it
hs. The CIA’s CllthS and the agency
elf_agreed onioné thing: Richardson

htic cover had been, posed. One
ry in Saigon was “that egne CIA man
d compromised himself by leaking his
ievances to the press.

‘Dedieated’s It was a sérious charge
bspecially so in the case of a trusted
erative like Richardson,
v posts in Vienna and Athens be-
e assignment to Manila and Saigon.

e CIA derided. the.chaige. Its sto
chmon “had blown hls cover \\’Elx;;@
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d7to be récatted “Because his diplo-

who held ¢

“special forces’—a txckhsh job the CIA

undertook because, tio other U.S. agen
was equipped to do the job.

At his press’ corférence, the Pregi-

c‘hards(m as a “de
and he denis
CIA had u

dent singled out
jcated public setvadt”
emphatically that the
dertaken any

agreement at top lpvels of governine
over U.S. pohcy in Saigon, the Pre
dent said. “Now if down below there
disagreement I think in part it woul
be because they are mnot wholly i

formed of what actions we are taking.
Although the Administration was ac-

centuating the positive, there were
ready signs of fresh friction in Saiy
between the CIA und Henry Cub
Lodge J‘the Hew U.S.  ambassador.
“Fven before be left for his mission
Vietnam, Lodge had insisted that
intelligence specialist, Col. John Mlcha
Dunn, bé. assigned to his staff as “sy
cial assistant .to the ambassador’—t

job title Richardson held. Scuttlebutt |i

the Vietnamese capital was that Lod
was grooming his protégé to take oy
all  intelligence activities. But C

insisted last week that

sou
v'mﬁ;%f intelligence chief would
made by the CIA alone—and it would}’

m&ependent a_dmhe ’
in Vietnam. There was no ‘clrrent dfs-
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